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Materials' Documents for Halal Certification




The types of documents required for Halal certification are:
1) Halal Certificate:  Written Halal status of products from a recognised Halal certifier which is still valid. 
2) Specification sheets: Product information which states description, composition, ingredients or source of materials.
3) Flow diagram of production process: Step by step diagram of production process which states all the materials used (raw materials, additives and processing aids.)
4) Certificate of analysis (CoA): A document of physical, chemical and microbiological properties issued by the manufacturer.
5) Statement of pork free facility from the manufacturer (important for certain products such as encapsulated spices, vegetable oil, shortening, etc.)
6) Supporting document to explain interrelation of materials used in a product.

Materials which must be accompanied by Halal certificates:
1) Materials which are derived from animal/its derivatives such as meat and meat products, gelatine, bone char, enzymes from animals, bone powder, etc.
2) Materials which contain complex ingredients such as vitamins and flavours. 
3) Materials which are difficult for Halal traceability such as whey and lactose.
4) Materials which use processing aids from animal sources such as casein which is hydrolysed by pancreatic enzyme.

Documents for materials from plants:
1) Halal certificate from an approved Halal certifier for plant materials which:
i) Use additives/processing aids derived from animal / animal derivatives.
ii) Contain complex ingredients which are difficult to be traced.
2) Flow diagram of production process.
3) Laboratory analysis (if needed)

Documents for materials from microbial sources: 
1) Halal certificate from an approved Halal certification body for microbial products which have possibly used media from animal /animal derivative sources.
2) Flow diagram which states the composition of the media starting from refreshing media, inoculums development media, production media, processing aids including its sources and purification methods.
3) Laboratory analysis (if needed)

Documents for miscellaneous materials
1) Miscellaneous materials are minerals, synthetics, vitamins, mixture/compound such as flavours and seasonings.
2) For mineral materials source of materials and flow diagram are needed.
3) Synthetic materials if contain animal or microbial materials should be accompanied with Halal certificate. 



4) Seasonings if contain animal materials and/or flavour enhancer such as MSG should be accompanied with Halal certificate from an approved Halal certifier body. But if the source of ingredients is pure plant such as garlic powder flow diagram is accepted.
5) Flavours should be accompanied by Halal certificate from an approved Halal certifying body.
6) Vitamins containing animal derivatives and or microbial materials should be accompanied by Halal certificate from an approved Halal certifier.

Important points to be considered when using raw material documents:
1) The document (flow chart or specification sheet) must be issued by the principal manufacturer (not from distributors/supplier.)
2) For the materials that are not supported by a Halal certificate, clear interrelation of documents is needed e.g. a flow diagram for maltodextrin which only mentioning an enzyme is used. In this case supporting documents are needed for completion of the flow diagram. These include the source of the enzyme from the principal manufacturer, statement from the manufacturer of maltodextrin about the use of the enzyme only from the principal manufacturer. There has to be consistency in the use of the enzyme. Any change of the principal supplier of the enzyme must be reported to the user.
3) Information on the documents must conform to information on the packaging such as country of manufacturer, Halal logo, plant number, date of production/lot number/date of slaughtering, other documents such as bill of laden, health certificate, etc.
4) Imported meat should be supported by the following documents:
a. Halal certificate from an approved Halal certification body.
b. Supporting documents such as shipping documents, health documents, etc.
5) Kosher certificate cannot be accepted (different standard.) 
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